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SUBJECT: WAV LARRY SAVVIDES 

REF: A. STATE 056597 
B. NICOSIA 1021 

1. CONSUL VISITED LARRY SAVVIDES IN YIALOUSA MARCH 21. 
SAVVIDES REPORTED BEATING BY TURKISH CYPRIOT SOLDIERS 
3-4 WEEKS AGO. INCIDENT APPARENTLY SPARKED BY 
SOLDIERS' MISUNDERSTANDING THAT SAVVIDES LAUGHING AT 
THEM. SOLDIERS TOOK SAVVIDES TO NEARBY BEACH, WOULD 
NOT ACCEPT EXPLANATION, GAVE HIM BEATING WHICH PUT 
HIM IN BED FOR FOUR DAYS. SAVVIDES IN GOOD CONDITION 
NOW BUT DISTURBED BY SOLDIERS' THREAT "NEXT TIME WE'LL 
KILL YOU." 

2. SAVVIDES ASKED CONSUL TO TAKE HIM BACK TO NICOSIA 
IMMEDIATELY IN CONSUL'S VEHICLE. CONSUL PREVENTED 
EROM DOING THIS BY LOCAL TURKISH CYPRIOT POLICE AND 
MILITARY AUTHORITIES. CONSUL TALKED TO REGIONAL 
MILITARY COMMANDER (TURKISH ARMY OEEICER WITHOUT 
INSUIGNIA) WHO SAID THAT PERMISSION EOR SAVVIDES' RE- 
LEASE WOULD HAVE TO COME FROM HIS SUPERIORS IN NICOSIA. 
CONSUL REQUESTED THAT COMMANDER ASSURE PROTECTION OE 
SAVVIDES UNTIL HIS RELEASE EROM YIALOUSA. COMMANDER 
AGREED TO TALK TO SAVVIDES PERSONALLY. 

3. EMBASSY HAS CONTACTED TURKISH EMBASSY NICOSIA AND 
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FEDERATED TURKISH CYPRIOT STATE "). WE HAVE THEIR 
ASSURACNES THAT SAVVIDES' RELEASE WILL BE EXPEDITED. 

THEY WOULD NOT GIVE FIRM DATE BUT WE WILL ATTEMPT TO 
ESCORT HIM OUT MARCH 24. EMBASSY STRESSED DANGER OF 
SAVVIDES' SITUATION INCLUDING POSSIBILITY OF RETRIBU- 
TION AGAINST SAVVIDES EOR REPORTING BEATING. 

4. SAVVIDES WIFE AND CHILDREN PREFER TO STAY IN 
YIALOUSA EOR PRESENT. 

CRAWFORD 
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